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Crafting foreign policy today is a pluralistic process more actors are involved, partisan loyalties are

stronger, and decisions made elsewhere impact the U.S. in significant ways. The president,

members of Congress, interest groups, NGOs, the media, and bureaucratic actors all compete to

influence the way U.S. foreign policy is shaped and implemented. Editor Ralph Carter captures this

interplay with 15 recent real-world cases five brand new to this third edition. Whether grappling with

the controversy stemming from immigration reform, dealing with Iran s nuclear weapons program,

exploring the impact of the WTO and export tax subsidies, or determining the rights of detainees in

the war on terrorism, students are encouraged to question motives, consider alternatives, and

analyze outcomes. Each case is consistently structured with a list of before-you-begin questions

that frame the issues, introductory and background sections, a timeline of important events, and a

descriptive list of key actors.
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The remarkable value of this new set of cases stems from the author's abilities to connect recent

major world events to critical enduring issues. They highlight the foundation elements that every

student needs in order to understand foreign policy. These cases offer an excellent means of

introducing experiential learning. --Charles Hermann, Texas A&M UniversityRalph Carter's case

book is one of the best resources I have to relate theory to contemporary politics. Updated on a

regular basis, he focuses on the most current issues with full explanations of all the major elements.

Students not only get a handle on modern international politics, but have the opportunity to develop



their own positions on these issues. The additional instructor material is a great benefit letting me

focus more on the teaching points then on the presentation. --Michael Kanner, University of

ColoradoWhen I teach American Foreign Policy, I want a blend of interesting controversies and

varying perspectives. Carter's Contemporary Cases in U.S. Foreign Policy provides this and then

some. Carter has a knack for picking the optimal mix of cases for the most important issues for the

US today: intervention, the challenge of proliferators (separate chapters on North Korea and Iran

are most useful), immigration, Presidential power, great power relations (China and Russia), and the

great global recession. --Steve Saideman, McGill University

Ralph G. Carter is professor of political science and former department chair at Texas Christian

University. His research interests focus on U.S. foreign, trade, and defense policies and on the

domestic sources of such policymaking, with particular attention on the role of Congress. He is the

co-author of Making American Foreign Policy (1994, 1996). He currently serves as the

president-elect of the International Studies Association Midwest Region and previously served as

president of the Foreign Policy Analysis Section of the International Studies Association, a member

of the International Studies Association's Executive Committee and Governing Council, and as a

member of the program committee of the American Political Science Association. His Ph.D. is from

The Ohio State University.

It was purchased for a class on US foreign policy. Yet, I still find myself referencing it because it

explains many contemporary topics so well. Check out the table of contents. If it lists a topic you're

interested in, it's worth reading the chapter. It's much easier and enjoyable to learn about a topic

through this book than through several disconnected readings.

Bought this book for a college class in International Relations (Masters degree). The book was easy

to read and extremely informative. I recommend this book to those students (or non-students) trying

to get a grasp on U.S. foreign policy.
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